
Community bulletin board
ONGOING

ACTIVITIES

SENIOR CITIZEN OF

THE YEAR

Nominations for McDuffie

County’s Senior Citizen of

the Year for 2017 are under-

way. If you know of any sen-

ior citizen living in

McDuffie County, who is 70

or more years of age, who is

or who has done worthwhile

deeds, andmaking apositive

difference in McDuffie

County, submit their name

for Senior Citizen of the

Year 2017. Forms may be

picked up from the

Thomson-McDuffie Senior

Center at 304 Greenway St.

in Thomson. The deadline

for completed applications

is Friday, April 20, at 5 p.m.

The winner will be

announced inMay. Formore

information, call (706) 595-

7502.

APRIL 19

MCDUFFIEWATER

AND SOIL

CONSERVATION

DISTRICT MEETING

The Supervisors of the

McDuffie County Soil and

Water Conservation District

will meet on Thursday April

19 at 11:30 a.m. at Angie’s

Seafood Restaurant, in

Thomson.

APRIL 20-22

MITCHELL

SPRINGFEST

The Town of Mitchell will

conduct its 2018 Mitchell

Springfest April 20-22, and

scheduled events include a

parade, fireworks display,

livemusic, rides for children

and a community worship

service. This year’s festival

hosts visitors from far and

wide. For more information,

call Sara Simmons at

Mitchell Town Hall at (706)

598-2004 or 706-294-6141.

APRIL 24

MEETING OF THE

THOMSON GUARDS

The Sons of Confederate

Veterans, Camp #91,

Thomson Guards, will meet

at 7 p.m., Tuesday, April 24,

in the McDuffie Museum. In

observance of Confederate

MemorialDay, eachmember

will present his own ances-

tor’s biography. Everyone is

invited to attend. For more

information or questions,

call Tom Holley at 706-466-

3678 or David Butler at 706-

564-2433.

APRIL 24-27

HICE ANNOUNCES

APRIL MOBILE OFFICE

HOURS

The office of Congressman

Jody Hice (GA-10) will host

Mobile Office Hours with

three opportunities for 10th

District residents to meet

with his staff in April.

Mobile Office Hours provide

residents the chance to meet

with a knowledgeable mem-

ber of his team in their own

community to discuss con-

cerns, share priorities or

seek help with a federal

agency. Residents may meet

on an individual or family

basis with a constituent

services representative at

one of the following loca-

tions: Hancock County,

Tuesday, April 24, from 1

p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Sparta

Public Library, Historic

Room; McDuffie County

(Sen. David Perdue’s staff

will also be present) Friday,

April 27, from 10 a.m. – 12

p.m. at McDuffie County

Farm Bureau; and Morgan

County Friday, April 27,

from 1 p.m. 3 p.m. at

Madison-Morgan Chamber

of Commerce. Residents

may also call or visit the

Congressman’s offices in

Monroe and Milledgeville

during regular offices hours

or in Thomson each

Thursday.

APRIL 26

NAACPMEETING

The McDuffie Branch

NAACP meting will he held

at 7 p.m., Thursday, April 26,

at Greater St. James A.M.E.

Church, 608 O’Neal Street in

Thomson.

APRIL 27-28

RODEO

The International Pro

Rodeo Association returns

to Columbia County

Merchants Fairground in

Grovetown, with the third

annual American Hero Pro

Rodeo, April 27-28, at 7:30

p.m. (Gates open at 5:30 p.m.)

There is complimentary

admission for military and

public safety heros with ID.

Advance tickets are avail-

able at Tractor Supply in

Thomson, Grovetown Farm

& Garden and Ronmart in

Harlem.

APRIL 28

HARLEM ARTS

FESTIVAL

The Harlem Arts Council

presents its fourth annual

Harlem Arts Festival

Saturday, April 28, at Glenn

Phillips Park in Harlem,

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The

Bloomin’ Arts Festival will

include more than 30 ven-

dors, local musicians, stu-

dent art show, a children’s

choir and food provided by

the Harlem Arts Boosters.

LEGAL SERVICES

If you are age 60 or older;

live in Burke, Columbia,

Glascock, Hancock,

Jefferson, Jenkins, Lincoln,

McDuffie, Richmond,

Screven,Taliaferro,Warren,

Washington or Wilkes

County; and have ever

thought of getting a Last

Will and Testament,

Financial Power of

Attorney or Advance

Directive for Healthcare,

call Georgia Legal Services

Program® (GLSP) at 706-721-

2327 to register for the FREE

legal clinic to be held on

Saturday, April 28, from 9

a.m. until noon at GLSP

offices, 209 7th Street, 4th

Floor in Augusta. Private

attorneys will assist GLSP

attorneys in the drafting

and execution of simple

wills, financial powers of

attorney and advance direc-

tives for healthcare at no

cost to you! Appointments

are on a first come, first

served basis. Space is limit-

ed, so call today to schedule

your appointment!

BEECH ISLAND

HISTORICAL

ISLAND TOUR

The Beech Island

Historical Society's 12th

Annual Historic Beech

Island Tour will be held

Saturday, April 28, from 10

a.m.-5 p.m. This year's day-

long, self-guided, driving

tourwill include a beautiful-

ly renovated 1830s, three-

story home; the Hammond

mansion at Redcliffe

Plantation State Historic

Site; an old-fashion

Southern garden beside a

garden of heirloom lilies;

the Zubly and Hammond

cemeteries; the historic

First Baptist, Episcopal,

Silver Bluff and Susan

Union churches; the Beech

Island Historical Society

Visitors & History Center

and Agricultural Museum;

the Silver Bluff Audubon

Center, and the Risher

Clubhouse on Kathwood

Pond. For more informa-

tion, including tickets, call

the Beech Island Historical

Society at 803-867-3600 or 706-

833-3651.

MAY 3

PREGNANT AND NEW

PARENTWORKSHOP

Enterprise Community

Healthy Start is offering a

free Prenatal and New

Parent Workshop, Thursday,

May 3, at the McDuffie

County Extension Office

(Room 208 in the old court-

house--337 Main Street in

Thomson) from noon to 2

p.m. The workshop is for

moms and dadswho are cur-

rently expecting a baby and

those who have had a baby

in the last six months. The

workshop is a judgment-free

zone to ask questions about

pregnancy, baby care, WIC,

Medicaid, insurance, stay-

ing healthy and more. There

will be prizes and giveaways

and lunch will be provided.

Space is limited so registra-

tion is required by calling or

texting Jodi Hudgins at 706-

840-5978 or jhud-

gins@augusta.edu.
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Safety message goes to South Africa

An effort to improve

student safety, presented

primarily in the U.S., was

carried abroad last

month.

On Monday, March 26,

South Africa’s Deputy

Minister of Police

Bongani Mkongi thanked

Thomson-based Safety

Advisors for Educational

Campuses, LLC (SAFE)

for their contributions to

a new campus safety

training program

launched in Cape Town.

“This important event

was also honored by

International experts on

School and Campus safe-

ty to share their experi-

ences,” said Mkongi.

“Namely, Mr. S. Daniel

Carter, President of Safe

Campuses ‘LLC’, Safety

Advisers for educational

campuses from the

United States of

America.”

SAFE Campuses is a

multidisciplinary cam-

pus safety consulting

company, which has been

working with the South

African Campus Safety

Support Services Agency

since last April to help

them apply lessons

learned in the United

States to their new

Campus Safety Training

Program, according to

Carter, of Thomson.

The new program

addresses a wide array of

campus safety issues

from crime statistics to

gender based violence

across 18 lessons and will

be offered to colleges and

universities across South

Africa.

Carter, president of

SAFE Campuses, LLC,

along with Jay Johnson,

of Chattanooga,

Tennessee, the organiza-

tion’s campus police

expert, were in South

Africa for two weeks

helping to finalize and

present the pilot pro-

gram.

The two also discussed

with Mkongi the possibil-

ity of bringing America’s

Jeanne Clery Act crime

statistics reporting law to

South Africa.

“It is an honor to help

South Africa to help

increase access to safe

educational environ-

ments by sharing lessons

learned in the United

States and applying them

in a different culture,”

said Carter, an interna-

tionally recognized cam-

pus safety expert.

“This has been an amaz-

ing experience both shar-

ing our experience and

learning about the specif-

ic culture and challenges

of South Africa.”

The Clery Act is named

in memory of Jeanne

Clery who was raped and

murdered in her resi-

dence hall room by a fel-

low student she did not

know on April 5, 1986.

The act requires col-

leges and universities,

both public and private,

participating in federal

student aid programs to

disclose campus safety

information and meet

certain basic require-

ments for handling inci-

dents of missing stu-

dents, sexual violence

and emergency situa-

tions.

Disclosures about crime

statistics and summaries

of security policies are

made once a year in an

Annual Security Report

(ASR) and information

about specific crimes and

emergencies is made pub-

licly available on an

ongoing basis throughout

the year.
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Jay Johnson, left, and S. Daniel Carter, of

SAFE Campuses, LLC, are shown with South

Africa’s Deputy Minister of Police Bongani

Mkongi at the University of Stellenbosch

Business School, Cape Town, South Africa.

BY JIM WALLACE

Correspondent
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Jay Johnson, left, and S. Daniel Carter present

in Pretoria, South Africa.


